
Entering Grade 8 Summer Reading  

Fiction Assignment  

Due 9/4/20 

 

 

 

Fiction Assignment: Theme Development and Annotating the Text 

 

Part 1 Instructions (Essay and Test grade): 

 

● As you have learned, themes are often revealed in the rising action of the plot, and we practiced 

tracking their development. For this assignment you are going to identify text evidence that 

develops the theme of Coming of Age.  
● Use the transparent, colored post-it flags to mark sections of the text where the theme is being 

developed through textual evidence. This can be character quotes (dialogue), character 

thoughts and feelings, or events where the character is responding to his/her conflict. Make 

sure your post-it flag is sticking out so you can easily turn to the pages where you marked 

evidence.  

● As you mark these sections with the post-it flag, use a lined sticky note to write down (in 

your own words) why this evidence reveals the theme. Stick this on the page where the evidence 

is.  

 



 

Part 2 Instructions (Graded as a project grade): 

 

● Complete the attached dialectical journal. You will need to record 10 quotes of your choosing 

on the left side and respond to, as well as analyze, the quote on the right side.  

 

*You will be writing a timed literary analysis essay when you return as well as taking 

a test on the book (MC). Be prepared to come to class with your book and sticky notes 

as well as your dialectical journals either turned in through Google Classrom or 

printed out. We will meet in small groups to discuss the text prior to taking the test 

and completing the essay.  These activities will count as your first grades for an 

essay, test, and project-all worth 30% weight in RealTime.  

 

Materials you will need:  

● The novel, That Was Then, This Is Now 

● Dialectical Journal (Copy shared through Google Classroom) 

● Post-it’s below:  

 

Post-it Flags: Marking Evidence Lined Sticky Notes: Explaining Evidence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Entering Grade 8 Summer Reading 

Fiction Assignment Checklist 

 

 

Theme Development:  

 

 I used my post-it flags to track evidence which revealed the theme “Coming of Age”. They are 

sticking out of the page like a bookmark.  

 I used my own words to explain why the evidence reveals the theme on my lined sticky notes.  

 I am prepared to use my sticky notes to write an essay when I return to school.  

 

 

Dialectical Journal: Must be typed on the Google doc and turned in through Google Classroom 

or printed out at home and brought in. (Will be marked as  your first project grade) 

 

 I chose 10 meaningful, correct quotes according to the directions in the journal. +50pts 

 I  responded, analyzed, and evaluated each quote. +50pts  

 

 

 

 


